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"It is my immense joy and pleasure to share my heart felt feelings and experiences related to 
the selfless service rendered by READ organisa�on to the society.

Some are born great
Some are made great
On somebody greatness is thrashed
In this sequence, I am really lucky and blessed by the Lord and made myself great by your 
generous heart and �reless hard work. I extremely thank everyone for suppor�ng me and 
guiding me to render my service for the society.

As our na�onal Father Mahathma Gandhiji said “Villages are backbone of our na�on”, it is 
be�er to develop Rural than Urban. These lines of our na�onal Father influenced me to 
develop rural areas by establishing social service organisa�on called READ. This organisa�on 
runs schools for rural children to acquire more knowledge, homes for physically and mentally 
disabled children, orphans and aged people, SHG’s for economically weaker women in rural.

My ul�mate goal is “Empower to Improve”. My primary work, with my team is to support 
under privileged people who belong to remote areas, making them to be aware of their basic 
human rights, to fulfil their needs and wants, to upli� the economically weaker ones. The best 
part of my daily work, is to see the smiling face of the children in the orphanage and to help 
the elderly people at old age homes by sharing my love and joy with them. I always mo�vate 
rural women to come forward to raise their voice against social evils like sex harassment, child 
abuse, corrup�on etc. And also to bring out their hidden talents to be more courageous, self-
defensive, and economically independent.

I take this opportunity to thank all my supporters, well-wishers, donors, co-workers for 
helping us reach deserving lives. I look forward to reach many more in the upcoming years. 

Yours sincerely
READ Selvam
Founder and Secretary

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTE



Rural Educa�on and Ac�on Development (READ)

READ was established in 1994 as a Non-Governmental Organiza�on head quartered in 
Andimadam, Ariyalur District. A group experienced social workers under the leadership and 
guidance of Dr READ Selvam, started this organiza�on to address the poor, neglected status 
of women living in rural areas. Their commitment towards empowering women gave birth 
to this organiza�on, which was registered under the Socie�es Registra�on Act 27 of 1975. 
Over the years, we spread our ac�vi�es to improving the social, educa�onal and economic 
condi�ons of the underprivileged, disadvantaged and vulnerable people, irrespec�ve of 
caste, creed, religion, sex and sexual orienta�on.  

As a step further in helping the target communi�es, we opened Anbagam special school for 
differently-abled children, ''Malarum Motukal'' group for suppor�ng HIV affected people, 
Community Resource Centre to ins�tute capacity building for people with disabili�es, Self-
help groups for women, Childline 1098 service for children living in rural areas, and 
agricultural programmes to enable the development of farming communi�es. All our 
ini�a�ves ensure that our target communi�es are enabled and empowered to be a decision 
makers of their lives. Our current area of opera�ons include 211 villages in Ariyalur, 
Perambalur and Cuddalore districts.

READ is to create a just society prac�sing democra�c and human values of equity, 
par�cipa�on, inclusion and self-reliance through educa�on.

To empower the poor, marginalised and unorganised sector of the society through 
promo�ng and strengthening community based organisa�ons and ins�tu�ng capacity 
building measures.

State: TamilNadu
District: Ariyalur- 4 blocks, Perambalur- 2 Blocks, and Cuddalore- 1 Block a total of 211 
villages

Presence

Mission

Vision 

About us

Ins�tu�ng capacity building measures to ensure the 
welfare of rural women, children, differently-abled persons, 

providing educa�on to children, special children with Intellectual 
Disability, farmers and healthcare services for people with HIV.



Community Development programme:
Community Development programme were conducted for the people in par�cular area to have be�er awareness 
which helps them in a variety of ways, such as, to upli� their living condi�on, improve their health condi�ons and 
to provide an opportunity to increase their economic sustainability. Through this programme, we cover many 
targeted communi�es - less privileged, people with HIV/AIDS, people with disabili�es, women, and children.

CHILD LINE Founda�on 1098:
In collabora�on with Child line 1098 programme, we established childline services on March 15, 2016 in Ariyalur 
district. It covers four blocks of Ariyalur, Sendurai, Jayankondam and Andimadam. The main focus of this 
programme is to ensure the overall welfare of children. This service has crossed 25 years covering areas in and 
around Ariyalur, Perambalur, and Cuddalore districts. Through our childline interven�on, we have helped solve 
many cases. Our CCC (Child Contact Centre) which is specifically allocated for children has  9 dedicated staffs 
working 24/7. 

Aim of the programme:
 - Use the child line when the child is threatened in specific situa�on, for quick and immediate ac�on.
 - Create awareness of Child Line use and ac�ons, and to avail the facility to every child in society so that in future 
there are no child vic�ms.

Objec�ves:
1. Give awareness on Child Line to public gatherings in selected places.
2. Steps on how childline func�ons to a case: 
 - Receiving calls from children to CCC 1098 main centre at Chennai.
 - Divert the Child Line calls to district Centre from Chennai.
 - Responding the calls and point out the intervening and reach the place.
 -The problem will be solved or taken to the a�en�on of legal bodies (police, VAO, panchayat president, DSWO)
 - Follow up the child directly to the spot and verify the child is in good status or facing any problem.
 - Prevent child marriage by taking ac�on, collect evidence for effec�ve prosecu�on and sensi�ze the community 
on the issue.
 - Advise the locals not to indulge in promo�ng or helping or allowing solemniza�on of child marriage.
3. Create Awareness through open house program (OHP) on monthly basis and depends on issue like abuse 
ac�vi�es - verbal, physical, emo�onal, sexual abuse, child labor and child marriage.
4. Sharing informa�on of issues among the team members through the phone as verbal report and documen�ng 
wri�en record o\n daily basis.
5. Training the child line 1098 awareness program for Anganwadi workers, VAO and Panchayat presidents.

Our programs



Children Educa�onal Sponsorship programme:
The educa�onal sponsorship assistance programme helps children by facilita�ng their educa�onal progress. 
Under this programme, we cover academic fee, notebook fee, and uniform fee in accordance to the standard 
of each children and on the basis of fees structure framed by the school. Apart from the above-men�oned 
help, we also provide educa�onal materials to school-going children.

Nutri�onal food distribu�on programme: 
This programme aims at providing healthier food grains to people in rural areas, so that they can cul�vate it 
and provide nutri�ous food to their children as well as to their community especially during this COVID 
period. As a part of this programme, we also provide medical support to children living in rural areas to 
improve their health condi�on as the place where they live don't offer proper healthcare facili�es. Basic 
medicines as first aid kits are provided to them for immediate relief and healthier living condi�on.

Senior Ci�zen care and Suppor�ve programme:
This programme is to provide accommoda�on, support services, rehabilita�on, advocacy, and knowledge 
enrichment sessions to the  elders. The main purpose is to ensure that the elders lead a happy and secure life. 
As a part of this programme, we also provide nutri�onal food to our elders and follow-up with them to check 
their health and living condi�on.

Mentally Retarded children programme:
The main objec�ve of this programme is to give special care and a�en�on to children with various 
deformi�es. Our Anbagam home is specially dedicated for special children - for nurturing, educa�ng, 
rehabilita�ng, and making them self-reliable. Most of the children who come to our place are incapable of 
performing their daily rou�nes and are in need of other's help. Through our con�nuous training, children 
make dras�c change and we could see a lot of improvement in their behaviour, speech, and a�tude.  
Periodically, we provide life-coping skills training to enhance the overall well-being of our children.

Annual Program Highlights 2020-21



Annual Program Highlights 2020-21

Skills Training for Special need adult Male and Female:
Persons with disabili�es are given special skill training to stabilise them financially. Here are the list of training 
we give to them:
  - Candle making
  - Office cover making
  - Office file making
  - Phenol preparing
  - Incense s�cks preparing
  - Washing powder preparing
  - Wire basket making
  - Note book making
  - Type wri�ng and Computer training
  - Ar�ficial flower making
  - Making handicra� materials

Voca�onal Training Educa�on:
Voca�onal Training educa�on is given par�cularly for women, and person with disabili�es to economically 
sustain them and lead them to live a respectable, dignified life in society.  Addi�onally, empowering rural 
women through voca�onal training would ensure that their children would con�nue educa�on. 



Annual Impact Highlights 2020-21

Senior ci�zens got nutri�onal support and home counselling

Adult received skill training

people distributed food packets during COVID

mask distributed to public, Hospital and shops to aware 
from Corona virus

Students received Laptop to do project work

students received Android Mobile phone to a�end the online class

children received food and nutri�on support

*Data as of December 2021, based on NGO records



Team member list 

Board members:

Mrs A. Leela Mary - President
Mrs V. Chitra - Vice - President
Dr READ Selvam - Secretary
Mr G. Thiruvarasan - Treasurer
Mrs R. Manonmani - Execu�ve Member
Dr K. Jothy - Execu�ve Member
Miss A. Amalorpava Mary - Execu�ve Member
Mrs P. Kanimozhi - Execu�ve Member
Mrs K. Ranjitha - Execu�ve Member

Execu�ve team:

Mr Chitrakannan - Co-ordinator 
(Women Empowerment)
Mrs Dhanakodi - Field co-ordinator 
(Women Income Genera�on)
Mrs Arokia Mary – Headmistress 
(Anbagam Special School)
Mrs Shakilabanu - Co-ordinator 
(Special School Educa�on and special homes)
Mrs Deepa – Co-ordinator 
(Skill training instructor)

Overall Impact

456 

Children educated through 
sponsorship programme

198 
Adults supported with health care, 

counselling, and livelihood

1500 
women given community level 

awareness towards self-sufficiency

58 
youth and women 

provided skill training

80 
intellectually challenged adult 
given voca�onal skill training

220 
intellectually challenged children 
given wri�ng and reading training

33  
HIV/ AIDS affected children got 

health and nutri�on support

155 
PwDs supported for be�er 

livelihood to live like 
others in the society

1452 
families received Grocery 

things, Toilet things and Mask 
for pandemic situa�on. 

*Data as of December 2021, based on NGO records



Government Partners:

Resource Partners :
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Rural Educa�on and Ac�on Development (READ)
1926, Sakthivinayagar Street, 
Vilandai- Andimadam Post, 
Andimadam Taluk, Ariyalur District, 
Tamil Nadu - 621801, India.
04331 - 296483/ 9443147164 & 9047719164
readselvam@gmail.com
h�ps://readindia.in 

Supported by:

Dhwani Founda�on
www.dhwanifounda�on.org


